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Mexican political analysts say the center-left coalition, the National Democratic Front (FDN), headed
by Cuauhtemoc Cardenas is in the process of dissolution. In the July 1988 presidential elections,
Cardenas and the FDN made such an impressive showing that President Carlos Salinas de Gortari
was elected by only a 50.7% majority, the lowest percentage received by the ruling Institutional
Revolutionary Party (PRI) in decades. Moreover, many Mexicans argued that the PRI victory was
fraudulent, and Cardenas was in reality elected president. Despite the groundswell against the
PRI, analysts say, evidence of the FDN's collapse will likely be seen in the July 2 elections for state
governor, four city mayors and 19 local deputies in the state of Baja California. In the 1988 elections,
Cardenas won more votes than Salinas in Baja California, and in Mexico City and the state of
Michoacan. If an opposition party wins the race for state governor in Baja California, it would mark
the first defeat ever for the PRI in a state gubernatorial election. But, at present the left is no longer
united behind Cardenas, and his own Party of the Democratic Revolution (PRD), is floundering.
Leftist parties are engaged in arguments over candidates for the Baja California elections, and over
coalitions among themselves. Some leftist parties are also considering a temporary alliance with
the rightist National Action Party (PAN) in an attempt to ensure a PRI defeat. Others are dead-set
against it. For instance, on March 27, Francisco Hernandez, leader of the Popular Socialist Party
(PPS) one of the FDN coalition parties , said the PPS repudiates any idea of an alliance between
the FDN with PAN in the Baja elections "because we are convinced that the results...would be
catastrophic." Internal disagreements reportedly became quite public last week when Cardenas
participated in a verbal fight with Rafael Aguilar Talamantes, leader of the Cardenist Front for
National Reconstruction (PFCRN), one of the FDN coalition parties. The disagreement began
on the previous weekend when both the PRI and the opposition separately celebrated the 51st
anniversary of the day Lazaro Cardenas nationalized Mexico's oil industry. The leftists could not
agree on where to celebrate. Cardenas went to Michoacan, his and his father's home state. The
PFCRN and the PPS decided to hold a rally in Mexico City's central zocalo square. The PFCRN and
PPS invited a PRI official to address the rally. The official, Manuel Jimenez Guzman, a member of
the Mexico City local parliament, could not be heard above jeers, whistles and shouts of "Death to
the PRI." Cardenas and others committed to the idea of a leftist party coalition were scandalized.
In a letter to Aguilar which was published later, Cardenas said he failed to understand how the
PFCRN could "claim to be fighting the ruling party while at the same time giving in to them."
Officials of two other coalition parties, the Authentic Party of the Mexican Revolution (PARM)
and the Mexican Socialist Party (PMS), also attacked the PFCRN. Some called for its expulsion
from the FDN. Aguilar responded by calling Cardenas a "Ku Klux Klan de huarache" (loosely
translatable as a "Third World Ku Klux Klansman"). Aguilar added, "Can you imagine what kind
of a President he (Cardenas) would have made?" Mexican political commentator Angel Trinidad
Ferreira wrote: "The so-called left-wing parties are about as united as Margaret Thatcher and the
Ayatollah Khomeini." Another commentator described the incident as "the end of an illusion," i.e.,
the FDN. Later, Cardenas attempted to downplay the verbal salvos. He appeared to indicate that
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he intended to let the old FDN coalition die a natural death and concentrate on building his party,
the PRD. The latter has received the support of the PMS. The invitation to the PRI by two left-wing
opposition parties led to rumors and press reports in Mexico that Aguilar may have been "bought
off" by the ruling party. Aguilar denied there was any money involved in his apparent shift toward
the PRI. Mexican political analysts point out that the PFCRN originally emerged from the Socialist
Workers' Party (PST). The PST had a long history of supporting the PRI-controlled political system.
[Cardenas was a lifetime PRI member until he broke away as part of the so-called Democratic
Current a year and a half ago. Many Mexicans still express suspicion over his motives.] To add to the
confusion among the left, Aguilar recently hinted that the PFCRN might ally itself with the PRI in
the Baja California campaign. He told reporters that such an alliance may be necessary to forestall
victory by the rightwing PAN. Meanwhile, some analysts say that Cardenas's PRD is seeking a
campaign alliance and joint candidate with the PAN. Certain Cardenas aides have said that given
the dissolution of the leftist coalition, such an alliance may be the only way to prevent a PRI victory
in Baja California. Next, PAN leaders are split over the idea of forming an alliance with the PRD.
Most of the Baja California candidates are expected to be announced soon; official registration is
scheduled for April 1-15. (Basic data from Copley News Service, 03/25/89; New York Times, 03/28/89;
Notimex, 03/27/89)
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